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 Marden Medical Centre Patient Participation Group 

 News Update 
Marden Medical Centre News: 

For the latest Marden Medical Centre updates please refer to the Surgery website: 

https://www.mardenmedicalcentre.nhs.uk/ 

 

 

Spring Covid Booster Campaign - 9 April & 16 April 

The Spring Covid Booster vaccine campaign starts on 1 April 2025. It will be available to all patients aged 75 years 

and over and severely immunosuppressed patients. As usual, we will be sending invitations to eligible patients 

to book for the vaccine at the surgery on 9 April and 16 April with catch-up clinics planned later in April/ May.  

Tree Update 

We were sorry that the damage caused by tree roots to our drains necessitated the removal of a few trees at 

the front of the surgery. Relevant permissions were obtained from MBC, and we are looking forward to planting 

new trees in October. 

Minor Pain, Discomfort, and Fever 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mardenmedicalcentre.nhs.uk/
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Some self-care forum fact sheets to have a look at:  

 

 

Sprains and strains self-care fact sheet.pdf
 

Back pain self-care fact sheet.pdf
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Other News: 

Report of Public Mood Towards the NHS – published from The Patients Association 

This latest Health Foundation report presents the latest findings from a six-monthly rolling programme of 

research carried out by Ipsos on behalf of the Health Foundation. The programme aims to track changing 

public perceptions of health and social care, and to generate policy insights. 

  

The report opens with the observation that the public are less critical of NHS care and services than a year ago, 

in May 2024. They are also more optimistic for the coming 12 months, with around one in five (21%) thinking 

the general standard of care will get better, up from 11% in May 2024. 

  

People are more likely to agree that the NHS is providing a good service locally (45% now, against 37% a year 

ago).  There is also a greater sense that government has the right policies for the NHS (17%, up from 8% in May 

2024). 

  

When asked about different priority areas for the NHS, the public’s top priority is making it easier to get 

appointments at GP practices (38%). This is followed by improving waiting times for A&E (33%), reducing the 

number of staff leaving the NHS by improving working conditions (29%), and reducing waste and improving 

efficiency of NHS services (29%). 

  

The survey found that around three-quarters (73%) of the English public are unaware of the 10 Year Health 
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Plan.  They are, however, generally supportive of the plan's "three shifts". Preventing sickness rather than just 

treating it is the most popular shift (86% support), followed by moving more care from hospitals to 

communities (82%). Making better use of technology receives the least support, although support is still high 

overall (73% support). 

  

On social care, views of general standards have improved, and people are more likely to think social care 

services will remain about the same (up from 29% to 41%). But they continue to be negative about social care 

services in their local area, with only 12% agreeing they are good. 

  

The majority of the English public (76%) are unaware of the government’s promise to create a National Care 

Service. However, 40% think the government should prioritise delivering social care reform quickly. 

  

The NHS/healthcare is the public’s top priority to receive more public spending in the future, with 65% 

support. People also support tax increases to maintain spending, though support for this has dropped from 

53% to 42%. 

Full report can be viewed at https://www.patientlibrary.net/cgi-bin/library.cgi?page=Featured;;top=239020 

The NHS 10 Year Plan can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/road-to-recovery-the-

governments-2025-mandate-to-nhs-england/road-to-recovery-the-governments-2025-mandate-to-nhs-

england 

April - Stress Awareness Month 

Increasing public awareness about both the causes and cures for our modern stress epidemic. See Stress 

Management Society 

 

 

 

https://www.patientlibrary.net/cgi-bin/library.cgi?page=Featured;;top=239020
https://www.stress.org.uk/
https://www.stress.org.uk/
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Marden Parish Council – Spring 2025 Newsletter 

You can view and download the latest MPC Spring 2025 Newsletter which also 

includes useful Health & Wellbeing information.  

 The Council have also installed a new AED/Defibrillator outside the Memorial Hall – 

which is welcome news. We are the process of considering some usage awareness 

sessions for patients – more details to follow. 

https://www.mardenkent-pc.gov.uk/community/marden-parish-council-

13394/mpc-newsletters/ 


