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 Marden Medical Centre Patient Participation Group 

 News Update 
Marden Medical Centre News: 

For the latest Marden Medical Centre updates please refer to the Surgery website: 

https://www.mardenmedicalcentre.nhs.uk/ 

 

New Process for the Issuing of a Death Certificates 

Repeating this important information from last month’s News Update. 

A new statutory medical examiner system is being rolled out across England and Wales. 

What do Medical examiners do? 

Medical examiners are senior medical doctors contracted for several sessions a week to provide independent 
scrutiny of the causes of death, outside their usual clinical duties. They are trained in the legal and clinical 
elements of death certification processes. 
 
The purpose of the medical examiner system is to: 

• provide greater safeguards for the public by ensuring independent scrutiny of all non-coronial deaths 

• ensure the appropriate direction of death to the coroner 

• provide a better service for the bereaved and an opportunity for them to raise any concerns to a 
doctor not involved in the care of the deceased. 

 
What to expect? 

• A phone call from a Medical Examiner’s Officer or Medical Examiner 

• To be informed of what has been listed as the cause of death 

• The chance to ask questions, raise concerns, or give feedback 

• The Medical Certificate of Cause of Death (what you need to register a death 
formally) to be emailed directly to the relevant Kent Registrar immediately following your phone 
call 

 
For more information see: https://www.mtw.nhs.uk/service/bereavement-medical-examiner-services/ 
 
New Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Vaccine Available 

 
If you are eligible and not yet booked your vaccine – please 
contact the Surgery.  
 
From 1 September 2024, those who turn 75 and those age 75 to 
79 will be eligible for a free vaccine to protect them from 
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). Pregnant women from 28 weeks 
of pregnancy will also be eligible. 

https://www.mardenmedicalcentre.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/death-certification-reform-and-the-introduction-of-medical-examiners
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RSV is an infectious disease of the airways and lungs. RSV infection often causes symptoms like a cold, 
including: 
 

• cough 

• sore throat 

• sneezing 

• a runny or blocked nose 
 
It can also make you become wheezy or short of breath and lead to pneumonia and other life-threatening 
conditions. There is no specific treatment, and most infections will get better by themselves. Every year 
thousands of older adults need hospital care for RSV, and some of them will die. RSV can be more severe in 
people with medical conditions such as heart or lung disease or a weakened immune system. 
 
We are contacting all eligible patients and inviting them for vaccination. Please take advantage of this free 
vaccination when you are called and help to protect yourselves, your family, friends and your community. 
 
A joint letter from the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and NHS England sets out the details of the 2 RSV 
vaccination programmes from 1 September 2024. 
 
Winter Illness Ready 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-vaccination-programmes-letter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-vaccination-programmes-letter
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Other News: 

Digital Kent – IT help for patients –15th November 1400-1600 @ Marden Library 

 

Digital Kent has been funded by NHS Kent & Medway Integrated Care Board to target inequalities for patients 

across Kent and Medway. Patients can contact the service themselves or be referred for digital support and 

skills, hardware and connectivity to use online health services. 

If you would like this help & make a booking, please click on the link for more information NHS Integrated 

Programme | Digital Inclusion & Capabilities | Digital Kent 

 

https://www.digitalkent.uk/information/projects/externally-funded/nhs
https://www.digitalkent.uk/information/projects/externally-funded/nhs


October 2024  Issue 31 

Page | 4 
 

If you need help or know someone who needs help using the NHS app or generally getting online - book a 

free 30-minute session. Either call 03000 410 950 or book online – if you need assistance, please call the 

Surgery and they will help book you in. 

 

Recognising your rights Carers Rights Day 

 This year, Carers Rights Day is on Thursday 21 November 2024 – and this 

year’s theme is recognising your rights. 

Every day, 12,000 people become unpaid carers for a partner, family member or a friend – many of whom do 

not see themselves as carers, often unaware of their legal rights and what they are entitled to in terms of 

support and benefits. This year’s theme is ‘recognising your rights’ – and our aim is to help carers recognise 

and understand their rights, and to access the support available to them, whenever they need it. 

As a carer, knowing your rights empowers you with information about what you are entitled to. This helps you 

feel confident asking for what you need, as well as challenging things when your rights are not being met – 

whether that be in the workplace or education, in accessing health or social care, or when interacting with 

other professionals or at home. 

https://www.carersuk.org/news-and-campaigns/our-campaigns/carers-rights-day/ 

 


